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It’s an adventure!
As we go to print, Gamlingay Scouts are at the National 
Jamboree in Holland, taking part in a great outdoors 
adventure; camping amongst thousands of other young 
people in their first International Jamboree experience.
Now this may not sound much of a challenge, but for many 
this is the first time they have been abroad, without their 
parents for ten days and nights. A different culture, a different 
language, different food, different money!
As a parent of one of the boys, I have received some live 
diary entries kindly sent on by email from the brave leaders 
who have given up their own summer holiday to escort these 
young people safely there and back.
We thought these would give Gazette readers a taster of the 
exciting time these young people are having! The photos will 
return with the muddy clothes!

In May 2008 
The Rainbow 

Organisation celebrated 
their 21st Birthday and 

not to be missed out 
from any celebrations, 
we had a party too (we 
would hate to miss out 

on any cake).  
The Sunflower was chosen to 

be the celebration flower for the 
birthday celebrations and back in 
March we all planted sunflower 
seeds which would then be given 
to guests that were invited to the 
party.  The girls also made beautiful 
sunflower invitations which were 
send out to various organisations 
in the village for representatives to 
help us celebrate.  
On the 7th May all the Rainbows 
were able to wear their uniform to 
school for the day as part of the 
celebrations.  In the evening with 
tables set and tea cups ready, we 
hosted a tea party for members of 
our community.  We also had a quiz 
where the guests and Rainbows 
worked as a team for the coveted 
prize of a box of sweets - which was 
then opened for all to share. As our 
guests left they were also presented 
with a sunflower plant which we 
hope will grow on to be strong 
beautiful tall sunflowers and remind 
our guests of the fun evening.  As 
you can see from the pictures fun 
was had by all and we would like to 
thank those that attended for making 
it a fun evening and also to Linda 
for making our cake (which was 
very scrummy).

Marigold

continued on page 6



BEDFORDSHIRE SKATERS SCHOOL CLUB IS 
LAUNCHED

Ken Lynch has managed to get funding to launch the Bedfordshire 
Skaters’ School Club and is looking for children aged from 5 to 11 to 
join who want to learn how to skate board and inline skate.  All tuition 
will be FREE and all equipment and safety equipment is provided.

He is also very keen to make contact with any older experienced 
skaters who would like to work as Instructors. 

Details of all the training sessions, competitions and events are 
available on their new web site at www.bedsskatingschoolclub.co.uk

If you are a potential instructor please phone Ken as soon as possible 
on 01767 681739

THE WALL

What excitement met the day
When all that soil was hauled away.
Machines that dig, machines that dump,
Bits that pull and bits that thump.
Concrete broken, lifted, crushed,
On trucks that waited, never rushed.
Trenches made, new concrete poured,
Foundations ready, bricks all stored,
And then the skill of brick on brick,
As hour-by-hour the clock did tick.
Craftsmanship, so clearly seen,
As wall then grew, (and did not lean!)
Special curves were put in place,
With tapered bricks that filled the space.
‘Soldiers’ neatly laid on top,
The frost and rain’s decay to stop.
We gaze in wonder, deep in thrall,
At such a sight, our brand-new Wall.

Gill Spaul, 07.12.2007
Gamlingay.

Dedicated to:-
Three Counties Building Services.
Thank you guys.



Editorial comment
 What a huge edition! Usually the September issue takes 
various people by surprise, but this year as you will read, there is  
a huge amount of editorial for us to include.
 With the village show upon us, I’m looking forward to 
seeing the hot competition for the longest bean entry and also 
the Go Kart racing.
 Apologies to Kathryn Crosby for completely forgetting my 
son’s piano lesson, and a thank you to both Brenda Sergeant 
and Sophie Densem for having my two youngest so I could crack 
on.

Due to recent changes concerning data protection, The Gazette editor 
is very cautious about reproducing pictures of children. Every effort is 
made not to single out individuals, and parental permission is sought 
before using any item considered to highlight an individual child.
Your letters and items for articles can be dropped in at 29 School 
Close, or emailed as below. 
Every care is taken to ensure the accuracy of the items included but 
the views expressed do not necessarily represent the views of the 
Committee.

News from the 
churches

St.Mary’s The Baptist Chapel

Scouts Holland Diary Refurbishment
Anecdotal
Village Library
Booklinks
Car scheme
Village Show Go Karting
News from Sunshine
Parish Council
Councillor’s Column
Forward Gamlingay
Battle of the Bands
RSPB
Mencap
Green Wellie
Community Corner
Arts advisor
Whitehall Plastics
Gamlingay First 
School

Mini Olympics Leavers assembly

Beavers Gilwell Park
Millbridge Brook
Neighbourhood 
Watch
What’s On
Village Information
Cats Protection



News from the churches

PARISH CHURCH OF ST.MARY THE VIRGIN
GAMLINGAY WITH HATLEY AND 

EVERTON CUM TETWORTH
Rector: Revd Steven 
Rothwell
Reader: Chris Miller

The Rectory, Stocks Lane

11 Bunyan Close

650 568

650 779

KEY
E=Everton, 

G=Gamlingay; 
H=Hatley St George

Services for the Benefice of Gamlingay and Everton 
September 2008

Sunday 7th September Trinity 16

8am Holy Communion G

10am First Sunday and Baptisms G

6pm Evensong E

Sunday 14th September Trinity 17

8am Holy Communion E

9.30am Parish Eucharist and Baptisms G

11am Holy Communion H

Monday 15th September

8pm Quiet Service G

Sunday 21st September Trinity 18

8am Holy Communion G

9.30am
Harvest Festival and Parish 
Eucharist

G

11am Parish Eucharist E

Sunday 28th September Trinity 19

8am NO SERVICE

9.30am Parish Eucharist G

11am Parish Eucharist E

6pm Harvest Evensong H

Dear Readers,

The summer season is a strange time. Many of the regular things that occupy our daily lives come to a halt – school, work, 
even football. But not for all. Not everyone goes on holiday and not everyone stops what they’re doing. Yet even if you don’t 
participate in the great escape to the beaches of Europe you will still be aware of how life changes its pattern for a few weeks. 
Noise levels alter, people you normally see aren’t around anymore, the news contains weird stories and people in general 
behave in a very different way.

continued on page �
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PARISH CHURCH OF ST.MARY THE VIRGIN
GAMLINGAY WITH HATLEY AND 
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650 568
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News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH

Minister Revd James Gilbert BA 01767 651519
Church Secretary: Mr W C M Smith 01767 6681530

Church Services
Sunday morning 10.45am

We observe the Lord’s Supper on 
the second Sunday of each month

Weekday meetings
(in the Church Hall)

Thursday evening at 7.45pm
Prayer and Bible study

On the second and fourth Tuesday
of each month at 3.00pm
‘Women in Partnership’

Dear Reader,
In our highly mechanised Western world we tend to take food production for 

granted. It has become almost an industrial process and it’s dependence on the 
environment - soil, sun and rain - is not always so obvious as in some areas of 
the world. East Africa, for example. Nevertheless, underlying it all is the God-
ordained cycle of seed-time and harvest.

It is, therefore, still very appropriate that we should remember that this 
continuing cycle so essential to life is one of the enduring promises of our Creator 
God and that we should give thanks to God for His faithfulness year on year.

So, on Sunday 28th September at 10.45 am, we will be holding our Harvest 
Thanksgiving Service.

This same Sunday is also being observed in many churches as ‘Back to Church’ 
Sunday. If you used to come to our church - or perhaps go to another church 
elsewhere - but have not done so for a while, come and join us on this occasion. 
An informal Family Service is planned followed by refreshments - so bring the 
family too!

And, of course, the service will be lead by our new minister, James Gilbert, so 
it will also be an opportunity to ‘Meet the Minister’.

Three good reasons for coming to the Baptist Church in Stocks Lane on 28th 
September - we look forward to welcoming you then!

Roy Gibbons 

Then we all re-adjust for September. Then it’s back to school, back to work, back to what feels like normality. The regular 
routines are once more in place. But are we the same people? Has anything changed during the weeks of summer rest, holiday or 
whatever it is we did?

For many, life will not be the same because the summer period was the changeover from one part of their life to another. Many 
children would have left one school to begin a new life at a different school. Some will be going from pre-school to ‘big’ school, 
some from school to college. Most children will be in a new year and a new class. It’s not just children; despite what the statistics 
say many couples would have got married over the summer. Life for them certainly will not be the same again.

What about those who feel that nothing changes? That whilst September brings with it the beginning of a new year for many, for 
them it offers little more than it did last year and the year before. For many, life may have lost its hopefulness.

Losing hope and expectation is not a modern phenomenon – it’s there in the Bible, in many of the psalms for example. But there 
is always something waiting round the corner, as the psalms suggest. Believers will hope that the something that is waiting  is 
an image of the divine. That even in the most hopeless of circumstances a small bit of God is trying to break through. In fact it 
might be harder to keep God out than to invite him in - God may not wait for an invitation. But where God seems to be missing 
that is where a faithful community starts to write the invites – by praying, by worshipping and by invoking God in how they care 
for one another.

Revd Steven Rothwell

continued from page �



Hello Scout parents,  Tuesday 22nd July

Well, we arrived safely yesterday and put up our tents in pouring rain. It rained most of the 
day so we got quite wet but have now dried out and are enjoying the sunshine. Everyone was 
quite tired when we got here but had a good night’s sleep so they are bouncing around again 
today.

The food they provide is really good and lots of it - last night’s main course was chicken satay served with stir fried vegetables 
and noodles, so we made sure everyone got their vitamins! The opening ceremony did not start until 9.30pm so only a few of 
the scouts had the energy to go (Kieran, Josh, Kai, James and Wayne). The others had an “early” night. Those who did go went 
dressed with large inflatable orange hats, balloons and orange glo-sticks so we really stood out from the crowd!

Today they have been doing activities in our sub-camp so have met lots of people from different countries and have already 
swapped most of their badges and also their scarves. Tonight is International Night so they get to eat food from the other scout 
groups who are camping in our subcamp.

Everyone is fit and well and having fun. More, hopefully tomorrow!
Rachel

Hello Scout families,  Thursday 2�th July

Well, here we are on Thursday and all is going well - we have had a couple of cloudy days but today is glorious sunshine 
(everyone has their sunscreen and hats on).

Since our last message, the scouts have taken part in Culture Shock which involved either going off site (2 patrols) to wander 
round the local town, build bird boxes and give them out to local residents, or getting creative (1 patrol) by writing their own 
rap song or making their own camp blanket (1 patrol). They also had a night hike last night with mixed results - but all got back 
safely, albeit rather tired! Today is a bit of a rest day - lots of informal games and time to chill out if they need it. Water fights are 
planned for later!

Food continues to be good. We had an International Food evening where we cooked Bangers and Mash and served scones, jam 
and whipped cream to all of the other troops whilst our scouts (and leaders!) went off and tasted specialities from other countries 
... pancakes, baked banana, German sausages, etc.

A few messages from the scouts .....

Mark says “Hi family, how you doing, I am fine, it’s hot here, love Mark.”
Morgan says “Hi mum and others. It’s hot here. Bought badges and a knife. Love you Mum.”
Oliver says “Hi mum/dad I’m having fun in Holland and miss you a little. I’m playing lots of mud football and say 
“hi” to bonzon and finn. Miss you xx”
(and a message from Rachel - Oliver has been cleaning his teeth and having a wash as instructed!)
Di says “Hi Andy, it has stopped raining and it’s been a lovely day today. Having great fun and meeting lots of 
new people. Love Di xx”
Kieran says “Hi Dad, it’s too flat, the people are OK. DON’T KILL THE CAT. Love you lots, Kieran.
Joe W says “Hi mum and dad, Holland is great, been playing football and cricket. Remember to tell Kez to have 
a rubbish time in Switzerland”
(message from Rachel - Joe was sick in the night but is much better today although he is taking things nice and easy)
Tim says “Hi everyone, Holland has been great fun so far, miss you all, don’t have too much fun at Legoland”
James says “To mum and dad and Richard and Claire and dotty and fish. I am missing you lots and rely looking 
to come home. I know I can not spell so I hope you can reat it. Love James xxx”
(note from Rachel - James has really been throwing himself into everything and there is no sign of him being homesick - he has 
been “adopted” by one of the neighbouring Dutch troops!)
Anthony says “Hi mum and dad and Jadie. Having a great time its relly fun. Love you lots, Ant. p.s. I found a 
leverman for EUR10.00 and I’m going to get it”

And finally, a message for Kai’s family - the night before last he asked “can I go to bed now” which was as much of a shock to 
him as it was to us!!
Will try to get messages from the other scouts on a subsequent Email!
All are well and having fun although quite tired today. Having plenty to eat and drink.
Bye for now!

continued from page 1



Hi All,  Friday 2�th July

Sun is shining, this is what camping is all about. Amazingly we are now half way through 
the camp - time is flying by.

After Wednesday’s activities and night hike then yesterday was much quieter - there was 
lots of free time to rest (well some of us did anyway), join in with the Dutch extreme sports 
(improvised games in a field), and generally chill out. The highlight for everyone was 

definitely a massive water fight 300 - 400 kids with several thousand water balloon bombs (which they spent half the afternoon 
making), super soakers and a catapult. Our lads were all in the thick of it throughout.

Everyone had a fairly early night and so are refreshed for today. Currently everyone is involved in a series of water activities 
- for those who were concerned, the raft building consists of how many marbles they can float on a paper raft in a tub of water! 
No issues there. Everyone is getting hugely muddy from the water slides and sponge throwing. This goes on all day.
Well they will have to have at least their second shower of the week after this. Tonight is the big fresh party so they will need to 
look their best!

All the patrols are getting on with each other very well and we have not had any issues at all. We have made many friends with 
the other troops on our campsite and are quite well known, having been in the camp newspaper several times already!

Food is more than everyone can eat and everyone is at least trying what is on offer. We brought some English food with us in 
case anyone really couldn’t eat the daily menu but haven’t needed to use it at all - which is good news.

Now the deliberate mistake from yesteday. Rachel’s fingers were going so fast that a couple of the comments merged, they 
should have said:
Oliver - Hi Dad, say hi to Mum and the boys. I’ll try and phone but my battery is dead. Bye.
and 
Kai - Hi Mum/Dad, I’m having fun in Holland and miss you a little. I’m playing lots of mud football and say “hi” 
to bonzo and finn. Miss you xx

Take care, Phil

Hi All,  Monday 28th July

Weather has been incredibly hot for the past few days 
28 - 30 degrees and for the last two nights we have had 
terrific thunderstorms to liven everything up. Storm on the 
first night was strong enough to stop the railway running 
and close motorways! Anyway we weren’t too flooded and 
then the bright days dry everything up again.

Everyone is getting pretty tired, there is so much in the 
programme that we are opting out of a fair bit just to 
ensure everyone gets to rest. Today for example we missed the all day hike (from 8am to 6pm) and instead are having our own 
walk to the local town just for ice-cream.

As you might expect from these hot weather conditions we have had a few of the lads getting over-tired.- they tend to be sick, 
then sleep for 12 - 24 hrs before being back to normal. We have only had to check one into the central first aid tent and that is 
George!

Part of the challenge of an event like this is how everyone gets on when thrown into close proximity for such a long period. All 
I can say is, these have been a really good group and have coped admirably. There have not been any major issues - even when 
some of us had to be up at 7am to clean the sub-camp toilets!
It’s character forming.

Tomorrow we will start the packing up process to come home - where has the time gone? We leave site at 10.30 on Wednesday 
so that morning will be a rush and then everyone will collapse onto the bus and probably sleep all the way back. When you see 
them they will have plenty of dirty and probably wet kit and they may just sleep for the first couple of days they are back!

As you know we have operated a camp bank. What everyone has had to get to grips with is that the bank would only be open 
once a day - they get out any money they need then or wait until the next day. This has been an educational experience for some 
of the lads. It does though lead to a whole new phrase in pester power ‘WHEN IS THE BANK OPEN?’ 
I expect you may hear this when they get back.   See you on Wednesday., Cheers, Phil

continued on page 8

The internet cafe from 
where the emails may 



Hi All,  Tuesday 29th July

A quick and final message as we start to pack up. 

Everyone is very tired as the effects of the heat and humidity really start to show. Only a 
few of the lads have been on today’s activities and those that wanted a rest are able to take 
it. Last night we had two lads (+ a leader) at a separate offsite location so they could have 
the chance to recover properly (in a bed!!) as they needed the extra rest.

Most of what we have seen has been the effects of over tiredness but there may also be a virus going around. Just bear that in 
mind when they get back.

Everyone has had fun and some of the lads are still raring to go, having paced themselves pretty well. Most though will be 
coming back very tired but happy. 
See you tomorrow, Phil

continued from page �

Things are changing in 
Cinques Road!

by Martin White

As many of you will know from living 
within the vicinity or passing by, 
the skyline at the village centre end 
of the road has undergone a minor 
transformation.  The First School 
swimming pool has been demolished 
and whilst the work has been underway 
the Gamlingay Scout Group has taken 
advantage of having a “shared” wall 
replaced by starting the refurbishment of 
the HQ building.

For some time the Group Executive had 
been looking at either a refurbishment 
or rebuild and when the school’s plan to 
redevelop the swimming pool area was 
discussed and it became apparent that 
the “party” wall was to be demolished, 
the decision was taken (because of the 
cost being met by the Scout Group) to 
refurbish the existing building rather than 
seek planning permission etc. for a new 
building.

The Scout Group have had all the 
windows in the Scout HQ replaced, 
the outer wall clad in feather edged 
timber and a new front door has been 
installed.  Still to happen is renovation 
or replacement of the roof which is 
probably all that will be noticeable 
externally.
  
As our funds are almost depleted due 
to ongoing works, fundraising will be 
undertaken to allow us to continue the 
renovation inside.  We need to repair the 
ceiling, improve the floor and hopefully 
replace the kitchen as well as redecorate 

throughout. 

During the initial programme of work, 
all the camping equipment owned by 
the Group, from tents to portable loos 
has been stored in the main hall and we 
would like to take this opportunity to 
thank Jonathan Newman, head teacher 
at the First School for allowing us to 
hold some of the unit meetings in the 
school hall.  We would also like to thank 
Michael Jones, project manager of the 
school swimming pool redevelopment 
project, for his time and consultation 

both during the planning and execution 
phases.

Little else is likely to visibly change 
around the HQ building, but rest assured 
we are hoping to raise the funds to 
bring the inside up to the same standard 
as the outside and to allow Scouting 
in Gamlingay to continue well into 

the future.  A Beaver unit for 6-8 year 
olds has recently been opened which is 
already over subscribed so the interest in 
Scouting is still there, let’s hope we can 
raise the funds to keep the building there!

If you have any queries or comments 
regarding the Scout Group, please visit 
our web site at www.gamlingayscouts.
escouts.net or call Martin White 
Gamlingay Scout Group Executive 
Chairman 01767 677194 



Ah yes, I think we all wish we had been so amusing at a time of need … at one 
time or another … This is a genuine complaint to Devon & Cornwall Police Force from an angry member of the public 

True email sent to the force, lengthy but brilliantly written ... kindly suggested as an anecdotal piece for inclusion in The Gazette 

by Sarah Groom
 
Dear Sir/madam/automated telephone answering service, 
 Having spent the past twenty minutes waiting for someone at Bodmin police station to pick up a telephone I have decided 
to abandon the idea and try e-mailing you instead. Perhaps you would be so kind as to pass this message on to your colleagues 
in Bodmin, by means of smoke signal, carrier pigeon or Ouija board. As I’m writing this e-mail there are eleven failed medical 
experiments (I think you call them youths) in St Marys Crescent, which is just off St Marys Road in Bodmin. Six of them seem 
happy enough to play a game which involves kicking a football against an iron gate with the force of a meteorite. This causes 
an earth shattering CLANG! which rings throughout the entire building. This game is now in its third week and as I am unsure 
how the scoring system works, I have no idea if it will end any time soon. The remaining five walking abortions are happily 
rummaging through several bags of rubbish and items of furniture that someone has so thoughtfully dumped beside the wheelie 
bins. One of them has found a saw and is setting about a discarded chair like a beaver on speed. I fear that it’s only a matter of 
time before they turn their limited attention to the bottle of calor gas that is lying on its side between the two bins. If they could be 
relied on to only blow their own arms and legs off then I would happily leave them to it. I would even go so far as to lend them the 
matches. Unfortunately they are far more likely to blow up half the street with them and I’ve just finished decorating the kitchen. 
What I suggest is this - after replying to this e-mail with worthless assurances that the matter is being looked into and will be 
dealt with, why not leave it until the one night of the year (probably bath night) when there are no mutants around then drive up 
the street in a panda car before doing a three point turn and disappearing again. This will of course serve no other purpose than to 
remind us what policemen actually look like. I trust that when I take a claw hammer to the skull of one of these throwbacks you’ll 
do me the same courtesy of giving me a four month head start before coming to arrest me. I remain sir, your obedient servant
 
Mr ---, 
 I have read your e-mail and understand you frustration at the problems caused by youth playing in the area and the 
problems you have encountered in trying to contact the police. As the Community Beat Officer for your street I would like to 
extend an offer of discussing the matter fully with you. Should you wish to discuss the matter, please provide contact details 
(address / telephone number) and when may be suitable. Regards 
PC -Community Beat Officer 

Dear PC - 
First of all I would like to thank you for the speedy response to my original e-mail. 16 hours and 38 minutes must be a personal 
record for Bodmin Police station, and rest assured that I will forward these details to Norris McWhirter for inclusion in his next 
book. 
Secondly I was delighted to hear that our street has its own community beat officer. May I be the first to congratulate you on your 
covert skills? In the five or so years I have lived in St Mary’s Crescent, I have never seen you. Do you hide up a tree or have you 
gone deep undercover and infiltrated the gang itself? Are you the one with the acne and the moustache on his forehead or the one 
with a chin like a wash hand basin? It’s surely only a matter of time before you are headhunted by MI5. Whilst I realise that there 
may be far more serious crimes taking place in Bodmin, such as smoking in a public place or being Muslim without due care and 
attention, is it too much to ask for a policeman to explain (using words of no more than two syllables at a time) to these twats that 
they might want to play their strange football game elsewhere. 
The pitch on Fairpark Road, or the one at Priory Park are both within spitting distance as is the bottom of the Par Dock. Should 
you wish to discuss these matters further you should feel free to contact me on <DATE> If after 25 minutes I have still failed to 
answer, I’ll buy you a large one in the Cat and Fiddle Pub. 
Regards 
-P.S If you think that this is sarcasm, think yourself lucky that you don’t work for the cleansing department, with whom I am also 
in contact!

And for those of us still resisting metrication (too darned confusing!), here is a little interesting historical background on 
our Imperial measurements.

“You remember that conversation we had a little while ago about the origins of the old imperial measurements? Well, I looked 
them up on the Big W (love Richard’s description) and I was right. I’m definitely an imperialist.
The English inch (or ynche)  was defined around 1150 by King David I of Scotland as being the width of a man’s thumb at the 
base of the nail. Exactly the width of my thumb. The origin of the foot is fairly obvious and my pedal extremity is 12” long.
Also, a hand (as in measuring a horse) is 4” and that’s the width of my palm, assuming they don’t include the thumb.
 
So, yup I am an imperialist. And did you see that judgement this week saying that shopkeepers will be allowed to display pounds 
and ounces etc. alongside metric measurements for the foreseeable future? The government has given up making it a prosecutable 
offence to use the old measures.
 
Yay! People power!” Grahame Hough



GAMLINGAY VILLAGE 
LIBRARY IS OPEN

WHERE? – You will find us at 
the Village College on Station 
Road, Gamlingay.  
WHEN? - Friendly and helpful 
volunteers staff the village library 
all year round during the following 
hours:

TUESDAY 16.00-20.00
THURSDAY 17.00-19.00 
SATURDAY 10.30-12.30

WHAT IS ON OFFER? 
Your village library holds over 
2000 books in stock at any 
one time. New books arrive 
monthly including top ten best 
sellers. Internet access, A4 
and A3 printing, and scanning 
are available alongside What’s 
on, educational and local 
interest information.  Further 
Cambridgeshire Libraries 
books, DVDs ,videos, CD’s and 
talking books are available to 
order. We stock books on local 
history, sports, hobbies, business, 
gardening, cookery and many, 
many more subjects…

HOW DO I JOIN? Gamlingay 
Library is free to join Simply 
bring along two forms of ID (e.g. 
driving licence, passport, utility 
bill, bank statement) during our 
opening hours. Join Gamlingay 
library and you will automatically 
become a full member of 
Cambridgeshire Libraries. 
(Children must be accompanied by 
a responsible adult).

Loan renewal may be completed 
online or by phoning 0845 045 
5225 or by visiting online at  
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.
uk/leisure/libraries/

It was a very small gathering at the June 
meeting of the Reading Group and our 
discussion was mainly about ‘Freedom in 
Exile: Autobiography of His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama of Tibet’ which is a personal 
account of the history of the Chinese 

occupation of Tibet. What 
seemed most striking about 
this story was the privilege 
of his position and the 
resulting responsibilities 
and duties especially in 

childhood. The book has been described 
as inspirational and engaging and yet one 
reader thought he came across as much 
more ordinary and less mystic than they 
would have imagined. Generally we felt 
we wanted to know in much more detail 
what he did and some of the things he 
mentions – what were the devotions? 
What are the differences compared with 
the Christian faith? And who exactly 
are the ‘Sweepers’? As well as the lack 
of interesting description it was felt that 
some of the language was a bit flat and 
lacked expression but given that he has 
written it in English rather than his native 
language would explain and perhaps 
forgive this criticism. 

Our other book for the 
month ‘Things Fall Apart’ 
by Chinua Achebe had 
been read by only one 
reader so we may return to 
this one at the next meeting 

but it did stimulate some discussion of 
Nigeria and the African nations affected 
by colonisation and the gradual erosion 
of their names, traditions and culture. 

Reading for June (discussion at the July 
meeting):-
‘Half a Yellow Sun’ by 
Chimamanda Ngozi 
Adichie  
Happy reading!
by Jan

September meeting: The Emplins
October meeting - 13c Waresley 
Road (opposite Bell Foundry 
Close)
November meeting at 43 Green 
End

Booklinks



Booklinks

by Penny Turner

Five of us met last night at Brenda’s 
house, with apologies from Francis, 
Bridget and Jan. We welcomed a new 
member, Nicolas, and someone else has 
indicated that they want to join, but could 
not make it last night.

Discussion ranged very widely, prompted 
by our reading of the biography and 
autobiography of the Dalai Lama, 'Things 
Fall Apart' by Chinua Achebe, and ‘What 
came before he shot her’, by Elizabeth 

George, which was not on 
the reading list, but which 
three members had read.

I imagine we will return to 
discuss the Dalai Lama’s 
life, and ‘Things Fall 
Apart’, which explores 

the emergance of colonialism in Africa, 
and its impact, in future meetings, as we 
really only touched on them briefly. 
‘What Came before he Shot her’ led to a 

discussion on the education 
system, the value of IQ 
tests, and how difficult it 
can be for young people 
to grow up safely within 
inner city estates, while 
the political books led 

to a discussion of morality in politics, 
touching on Bush, Blair, the Middle East, 
etc.

We also explored areas for future 
reading, mentioning how many classical 
and excellent books there are, and the 
difficulty of fitting them all in.

Books selected for discussion at the 
August meeting, are:

‘Say You’re One of Them’ by 
Uwem Akpan

‘Animal’s People’ by Indra 
Sinha

‘Half of a Yellow Sun’ by Chimamanda 
Ngozi Adichie   

The Gamlingay & 
Hatleys

Community Car Scheme
 
Do we want this service to 
continue?
 
There has been no response 
to recent pleas for additional 
volunteer drivers to join our 
small, dedicated but depleted 
team and we are now no longer 
able to fully meet the demand.
 
The Scheme, set up over 20 years 
ago, provides a vital role within the 
community offering lifts to those 
without transport, or where public 
transport is inappropriate to meet 
hospital and medical appointments. 
The driver service “makes a real 
difference” to the lives of many 
including people with disabilities, 
older people with special health needs 
and children.
 
Cambridgeshire Country Council 
supports and subsidises the Scheme. 
The drivers receive 39p a mile and 
they decide how often and which 
journeys they undertake and the 
passengers they carry. Volunteer 
drivers need their own car with 
comprehensive insurance and be 
willing to be subject to a Criminal 
Records Bureau check.
 
Obviously the more drivers we have 
on our books the less often would be 
the need to call upon each individual. 
If you feel you could spare a little of 
your time, even if only occasionally, it 
would truly help us try to sustain this 
important and needy service.
 
If you can help and would like more 
details, please contact:
 
Maureen Francis on
01767 651476



It’s Show Time!
We are really excited to be putting on the Gamlingay Village Show once 
again this summer. We had a fantastic show last year and this year will 
be better than ever.  And here are the reasons why. 

G amlingay Show on Saturday 13th September 2008
A t Gamlingay Village College, Station Road from 1pm till 5pm
M ain arena events including Magic Show and Dance Displays 
L ots of fun for all ages
I ncluding Classic Cars, Funfair and Car boots
N ot forgetting live music from Bands and College Choir
G o-Kart competition and Tent Challenge
A ttractions galore
Y ummy food to eat

S talls and sideshows by local organisations
H all filled with competition entries
O wls and Birds of Prey on display
W hat a great day out!

The Gamlingay Show raises money for good causes in the local area. Last year we 
made donations to Junior Youth Club, Rainbow Pre-school, Sunshine Pre-School, 
Neighbourhood Watch, 1st Gamlingay Scout Group, Gamlingay Babies and Toddlers, 
Mucky Pups, Gamlingay Players.  We also gave donations to Gamlingay Village 
College and The Gazette. 

So, make sure you put Saturday 13th September in your diary and turn up at Gamlingay 
Village College, Station Road, Gamlingay for a great family day out. Its certainly 
better than wandering up and down high streets shopping. Make sure you invite all of 
your friends and relatives and get them to bring their pennies along to spend on the 
day. 

Ticket prices are £2.00. How much fun can you fit in? Or, why not visit us at our new 
internet address www.gamlingayshow.co.uk for more information and to see what’s on.

See you there!

Gamlingay Show Seeks Sponsors
Why not do something worthwhile?    Why not make someone happy?   
  Why not do something for your community?

Gamlingay Show is an annual event which brings the whole village together for one special day. It’s a chance to discover all the clubs, societies and 
organisations who meet regularly in the village, an opportunity to marvel at the many skills and talents of our residents and is also a great day out for all the 
family!
We invite other attractions to the show to entertain the crowds and in doing all of this we raise funds which will be distributed to help village organisations.

But all of this costs money and, while the committee endeavours to keep running costs as low as possible so that as much money as possible can be given out, we have to ensure that the 
show is fun, entertaining, and run competently and safely. 

We are therefore seeking sponsorship from companies and individuals who may be interested in covering the costs for any particular aspect of the show. For example:
Hire of marquees, insurance, equipment hire, publicity, and lots more.
If you and/or your company would consider helping us to help our village community, please contact the Gamlingay Show committee at ‘gamlingay_show @yahoo.co.uk’ for any 
further information.

It would be wonderful to have your support!
Thank you  Gamlingay Show Committee
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Go karting rebranded
build and race them yourselves

at the village show

Saturday, 13th September 2008

£5 per Kart entry, 4 per team

open to all ages. 

Register with Philip Hough, cub 
leader or at the show

self build only, no kits, no engines,
take turns to push or drive, 
driver to wear cycle helmet

Following the outstanding success of the Centenary Karting, 
the cub scouts have agreed to run this for a second year.

So the challenge is on for all of you to beat last year’s exciting 
performance!



Summer term

SPORTS DAY

On Sunday 13th July the children and 
their families took part in Sunshine Pre-
School’s annual Sports Day.
The children ran various races which 
were then followed by the Barnardo’s 
Big Toddle. This annual sponsored event 
for Barnados aims to raise money for 
vulnerable children in the UK. Thank you 
very much to everyone who supported 
this event!
As well as the races and ‘Toddle’ there 
were a good selection of stalls, including 
a cake stall, tombola, lucky dip and 
raffle. We’d like to take this opportunity 
to thank everyone who donated prizes 
or baked cakes for this event. Your 
generosity is much appreciated!

 CHEERIO CHILDREN! 

It’s the end of term and Sunshine Pre-
School has waved farewell to our older 
children who have left us to move on to 
Gamlingay First School in September. 
They made several visits to the school 
during June and July to familiarise 
themselves with their classes and 
teachers.
As a special treat staff took the children 
on a trip to Thurleigh Farm. We were 
blessed with lovely weather and the 

children enjoyed seeing the animals, 
eating their picnics, going on a tractor 
ride and playing on all the equipment.

 FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Due to the overwhelming success of our 
Indulgence Evening earlier this year, 
another event is booked for Friday 24th 
October 2008. Make a note in your 
diaries!

  AND FINALLY… 

Sunshine Pre-School still has some 
places available for the Autumn Term in 
September. Children are welcome from 
2½ years during our morning sessions. 
We are open Monday-Friday, 9.00am 
until 12 noon. A lunch club operates on 
Mondays and Fridays offering children 

NEWS FROM SUNSHINE PRE-SCHOOL

continued on page 1�



the chance to stay for an 
extra hour. If you would 
like more information or a 
prospectus please telephone 
07703 770676. Alternatively 
you can email sunshine-gamlingay@
tiscali.co.uk. You are welcome to visit 
for a free ‘taster’ session at any time that 

suits you. Take a look at 
our informative website - 
www.sunshine-gamlingay.

ik.org - it will give you an 
idea of what happens at our 

friendly and welcoming pre-school. 
We look forward to seeing you soon!

continued from page 1�



by clerks Leanne 
Bacon and Kirstin 

Rayner

Summary of meeting 10th June 2008 –full minutes at the Parish 
Council office or on the website-www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk

Items discussed;-
 Community Buildings.
Community Centre – Mrs B Smith appointed as project facilitator 
for the Hub project.  Further work being done on business plan. Hub 
group to be run as a charity with input from Parish Council.  Greensand 
Ridge Local Action Group has been successful in gaining funding from 
EEDA.
 The Old Methodist chapel –Specification for works to drain at rear to 
be sent out.
WI Hall – New tables now scheduled for delivery.
 Cemetery/St Mary’s 
Clerks to make written response to PCC to request that they meet 
faculty costs for repairing the paths if necessary. Agreement made to 
repair all the paths at the same time.  Agreement to appoint a surveyor 
to give an initial report  on condition of churchyard wall.
 Village maintenance
Clerks to request a quotation from Buchans for cutting the Baptist 
Chapel car park.
Survey of Millbridge brook bridge shows that it is safe for pedestrian 
traffic.



 Administration 
Annual report draft approved.  Quality Status application to be made in 
July.
Risk assessments to be completed this month – reports in July.
Library – healthy membership, 9 new members per month on average.  
Full service over summer to be provided.
S137 grants made to the Scouts (£230), Care Club (£200), and Rainbow 
(£300).
 Forward Gamlingay!
Further funding secured for “Gamlingay Records” –the new village 
record label.  Battle of the Bands arranged for November 8th. Youth 
Café – busy with 35 children per session.
 
To contact your local parish councillor please either –
Write to the clerks (Leanne Bacon/Kirstin Rayner) at The Sir John 
Jacobs Almshouse Chapel, Church St, Gamlingay, SG19 3LG.
Telephone us on 01767 650310 
E –mail the clerks at gamlingaypc@lineone.net
Or e-mail your councillors as below-
ljarvisgpc@tiscali.co.uk
ctomsettgpc@tiscali.co.uk  (Chairman)
roundgpc@tiscali.co.uk
nbrucegpc@tiscali.co.uk
mgilesgpc@tiscali.co.uk
rstarksfieldgpc@tiscali.co.uk
mhallidaygpc@tiscali.co.uk
pwrightgpc@tiscali.co.uk
ntelfordreedgpc@tiscali.co.uk
cemerygpc@tiscali.co.uk
sgroomgpc@tiscali.co.uk
bbushgpc@tiscali.co.uk
jcolebrookgpc@tiscali.co.uk

 Allotments…..
Attention all landowners in and around Gamlingay – do you have 
any land which you could lease to the parish council to provide some 
new allotments?  We have made a request to Merton College for some 
land for this purpose and are awaiting a response, but there may well 
be somewhere else which could be suitable.  We have 18 people on 
the waiting list at the moment, and intend to provide 20 allotments 
of around 10 pole each.  Can you help?  Please contact the clerks as 
above.  

 Community Hub
We are also looking to appoint a scheme architect for Gamlingay 
Community Hub- if you have the skills to prepare drawings for 
planning applications and are interested in the project; please contact 
the Clerks in the first instance. Thank you.

by clerks Leanne 
Bacon and Kirstin 

Rayner



If you have any questions about these 
- or indeed any other - matters, please 
do not hesitate to contact us – 
Sebastian Kindersley on 651982 or cllr.
kindersley@scambs.gov.uk or write 
to the Manor Barn, East Hatley, SG19 
3JA and Bridget Smith on 650510 or at 
bridget@glockling.com. 

Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service.

The Fire Authority has reported a 
decrease in ALL types of arson over 
2007/2008.  Deliberate fires were down 
23% (565 less) with residential fires 
down 16% (18 less), non-residential 
down 10% (27 less), vehicle fires down 
18% (100 less), derelict buildings fires 
down 31% (17 less), grass and heath fires 
down 53% (203 less), fire in outdoor 
structures down 23% (24 less), and 
refuse fires down 17% (144 less) . Part 
of this success is put down to various 
initiatives including environmental action 
days, abandoned car removal schemes 
and youth work and school visits. If any 
parent is worried that their child has an 
unhealthy interest in fire they should ring 
their local fire station and ask about the 
Fire Setter Intervention Scheme. Fire 
Officers will visit the family and speak 
to the child about the dangers involved.  
This programme has an excellent success 
rate.

Post Offices

The two closest Post Offices to 
Gamlingay scheduled for closure are at 
Arrington – which will be replaced by 
an outreach service in the pub so not 
much different to the current situation 
– and Great Gransden. This is not 
in South Cambs but used a lot by Lt 
Gransden residents. The Parish has 
started to campaign against the closure. 
So – good news for Hatley St George and 
Gamlingay POs – but as with all rural 
services – use it or lose it! 

Hanley Grange

You may recall this is the Tesco-owned 
site put forward as a suitable place for 
an Eco-town south of Cambridge. It 
isn’t actually even a slightly sustainable 
location as anyone at Tesco would know 
if they troubled to look at a map. In any 
event, the Wellcome Trust – which owns 
part of the land identified in the bid – has 
withdrawn co-operation. This is welcome 
news indeed but the proposal is still on 
the table and we continue – at District, 
County, City, etc. levels – to resist. 
Current plans show the town centered 
on a supermarket. When questioned 
as to which Supermarket operator the 
proposers had in mind they did concede 
it might be Tesco. (No kidding…..) 

RATES BLACK HOLE IN GUIDED 
BUS FINANCES

The County Council has admitted that 
it does not know whether business 
rates will be payable for the St.Ives to 
Cambridge Guided Busway. With the 
busway two thirds built, the County 
has yet  to establish whether business 
rates, which could run to hundreds of 
thousands of pounds a year, will be 
payable but that if they are they will be 
recovered from the bus operators through 
their usage charge. This raises serious 
questions about the effect of the extra 
charge on the take up of the busway by 
operators, and on the level of fares that 
will be charged to passengers. Much 
excitement about this - £116m on a 
project and nobody thought to ask about 
the rates ...

Housing Futures

IF SCDC tenants vote in favour of 
transferring (and it’s a BIG if) then 
their homes will be managed by a new, 
local, independent ‘stand alone’ housing 
association specifically for South 
Cambridgeshire.  This was recommended 
by a Panel of tenants and other interested 
people who looked at three models 

Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on District and County 

Council issues
by Sebastian Kindersley
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including joining an existing group of 
housing associations and forming a 
new group with an existing stand alone 
association. In the end it felt creating a 
new local housing association was the 
best option. The new standalone housing 
association would not make a profit 
and would be run by a management 
board made up of five tenants, five 
councillors and five independent local 
people.  It would be set up with the help 
of SCDC and it would be monitored and 
regulated by the Housing Corporation, 
a government body. The new local 
housing association would only come 
into existence if tenants vote in favour of 
transfer. So we’ll see..

CAMBRIDGESHIRE BEING 
SHORTCHANGED BY WHITEHALL 
  
Research by the County Council has 
highlighted a growing funding gap 
between rural and urban areas that is 
having a massive impact on the ability 
of growing counties like Cambridgeshire 
to meet the demand for services and 
support. In the ten years from 1999/00, 
funding for the Metropolitan districts 
will increase by £426 per person and in 
London boroughs the increase will be 
£394 per head. But in Cambridgeshire 
over the same period, the increase will 
be only £270 - a shortfall of millions 
of pounds a year. The Metropolitan 
boroughs now receive £1,164 per head 
of population; the London boroughs get 
£1,233 - while Cambridgeshire receives 
just £705 per person. Cambridgeshire has 
population of 578,800 people. 
  
Figures show that the grant increase 
for Cambridgeshire over the next three 
years is well below the expected rate 
of inflation - a real terms grant cut. 
Cambridgeshire’s grant increase this 
year of 2% is well below that of Norfolk 
(9.3%); Suffolk (7.3%); Lincolnshire 
(9.8%) and Northamptonshire (4.7%). 
  
So it makes it all the more annoying 
when the County’s budget comes in with 

a £1.8m underspend which is promptly 
put into the reserves – which are already 
perfectly adequate. So – actions being 
louder than words – we put forward a 
proposal to the County Council that this 
money (collected from YOU to provide 
YOU with services) should be spent; 
£1m on all the highway issues we need 
sorting (Cinques Road anyone?); £250k 
on supporting Post Offices; £250k on 
Youth Services etc. It didn’t meet with 
favour from the Administration who 
voted it down. Oh well – onwards!

Traffic in Church Street

Here is a message from your PCSOs 
Ashley & John: “As you are probably all 
aware, Church Street has a single yellow 
line along the curb of the road on the Co-
Op, Cafe and Butchers side of the 
street. This single yellow line means 
there should be no parking between 8am 
and 6pm and this fact is signposted. 
It is an offence to park on this single 
yellow line between those times and is 
punishable by a fixed penalty ticket of 
£30. I spent just over an hour yesterday 
patrolling Church St and Mill St, where 
I was paying attention to those vehicles 
parked on the single yellow line and 
issuing warnings and moving vehicles 
on rather than issuing tickets straight 
away. Due to the volume of cars that 
were parking on the yellow line, after 
the weekend we will be issuing tickets 
without warning. We are aware that this 
is a major problem for traffic congestion 
in Church St and will be doing all we can 
to combat this problem. Also we realise 
that not everybody in Gamlingay 
subscribes to e-cops so please spread the 
word.” 

Gamlingay Community Centre

As I type, South Cambridgeshire District 
Council is considering a £50,000 grant 
to help with the redevelopment of the 
Community Centre which we hope will 
be agreed shortly. 

continued from page 18
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On 16 July Forward  
Gamlingay! held their AGM 
to report on the past year’s 
achievements and to outline 
the priorities for this coming 
year.  The meeting was attended 
by the charity’s trustees, key 
supporters and several members 
of the public.

The key points of the AGM were 
as follows:

· Richard Halpin resigned 
as Chairman, due to pressure of 
work, and the trustees welcomed 
Ian Wakeling who will take on 
the role of Chair for the next year.  
Richard wasn’t allowed to escape 
completely however! and will 
continue as a trustee.

· The success of last 
November’s Battle of the Bands 
competition has resulted in 
another competition being planned 
for this November (see separate 
news report in this issue) and the 
launch of Gamlingay Records, 
a community based record label 
set up to develop and promote 
our young musical talent.  Three 
local bands are currently signed 
and a compilation CD will soon 
be available.  Full details of the 
new record label are on www.
gamlingayrecords.org.uk.

· The Youth Café, held 
in the WI Hall on Monday and 
Thursday afternoons is still going 
strong and proving a great success 
with 20 - 40 youngsters attending 
the after school sessions. Forward 
Gamlingay has secured funding 
until 2009 to continue to support 
the café.

· The Millbridge Brook 

project is progressing (slowly!) 
with the brook being dredged and 
cleared by the Drainage Board 
and then tidied up by a group of 
volunteers; regular grass cutting 
by the Parish Council and the 
sinking of the power cables which 
should be happening this autumn.  
Forward Gamlingay is currently 
still waiting for permission 
from Merton College to allow 
pedestrian access over the old 
railway bridge so that we can 
start to lay the proposed footpath.  
More tree and hedge planting is 
also planned for the near future.

· A very tentative hooray! is 
in order, as Forward Gamlingay 
has finally secured enough 
funding for the Skatepark to be 
installed.  There are just one or 
two pieces to set in place, but all 
being well, the Skatepark could be 
installed around October this year.  
A full announcement will appear 
in the Gazette as soon as possible.

· Priorities for the coming 
year include continuing to support 
the projects above; deliver the 
Skatepark and the MUGA (Multi 
Use Games Area) in conjunction 
with the Village College and the 
Fitness Centre; and to continue 
to work closely with the Parish 
Council and the Community 
Centre Management Committee 
to develop the plans and raise 
funds for the development of the 
Community Centre.  

It stands to be a busy year, and 
as always, Forward Gamlingay! 
couldn’t function without the hard 
work and dedication of its large 
team of volunteers.  Thank you 
to everyone. If you would like to 
read the full report, it is available 
at the Resource Centre; the Parish 
Council Offices and on www.
forwardgamlingay.com



News from the
by Peter Bradley

The Lodge nature reserve

I was taking a visitor around the 
reserve, walking over to the ancient 

hillfort on Galley Hill. I was saying 
how we soon hoped to open the area to 
the public, once it is safe to do so, when 
we have put in signs and made new 
paths. 
It was hot and sunny, huge white 
billowing clouds blowing through the 
high blue sky. As we walked between 
avenues of tall green bracken, past the 
dark, pine-scented conifers, I said:
‘The hill fort isn’t just great for history 
– it’s also a great place to see birds of 
prey…’ 
Immediately, a large shadow crossed our 
path. A red kite glided slowly past, just 
above the trees, adjusting its flight by 
the characteristic twisting of its deeply 
forked tail. No sooner had it passed out 
of sight, when our attention was caught 
by two hobbies, dancing on the air above 
us, chasing one another over the pines 
like large and acrobatic swifts.
The Lodge nature reserve keeps on 
getting better for birds of prey This 
morning, a pair of buzzards were circling 
low over the oaks and sycamores at the 
bottom of the hill on the Potton Road: 
their high ‘pew…pew’ calls still remind 
me of the hills of Wales and the west 
country -  I still don’t associate them with 
these eastern English counties. 
I look forward to October, when we open 
public trails to the hillfort, and we can 
share this fascinating place with you; 
perhaps you, too, will spot a few birds 
of prey above the banks and ditches of 
Galley Hill.  
We are open every day of the week, 
from dawn to dusk (though the car park 
is closed after 9pm). There are plenty 
of organised events: pick up a copy 
of our Events Leaflet, available from 
The Lodge shop. There is no charge to 
enter the reserve: it is all included in the 
car-parking fee.  Because of the cost of 
maintaining and developing the reserve 
and its facilities, from 1st September the 
charge is £4 a car, for parking for up to 
a day. It is free for visitors to the shop, 
and to all RSPB members. Members just 
need to show their card at the shop to 
obtain a free ticket.
 
Some events over the next few weeks:

continued on page 22

BATTLE OF THE 
BANDS

 – ROUND TWO!
Forward Gamlingay is delighted 
to announce that the Battle of the 
Bands will once more commence 
on Saturday 8th November 2008.

Thanks to a grant from the 
Cambridgeshire Community 
Foundation and the Microsoft 
Research Fund, the competition 
will run for a second year, and 
winning bands will be signed up 
by the newly formed Gamlingay 
Records.

Last year the event ran incredibly 
smoothly thanks to a large 
group of volunteers who helped 
sell tickets on the door, serve 
refreshments, provide security 
for bands and guests and clear up 
at the end.  We will need all of 
you, and more again, so if you are 
available to help on the day please 
can you make yourself known 
to Bridget Smith on bridget@
glockling.com or 650510.  Last 
year it was huge fun and the 
volunteers had a really good time, 
so please come and support us 
again!

Bands interested in entering 
can go to the Gamlingay 
Records website on www.
gamlingayrecords.org.uk and 
contact Phil or Wayne (contact 
details are on there) or Bridget, as 
above.  Further details on the day 
will be in the October issue of the 
Gazette.



 
An inside look at Sandy Lodge, Sunday 
7 September. Take a rare opportunity to 
explore inside the RSPB’s headquarters 
with local historians, a mansion built for 
Victorian statesman Arthur Wellesley 
Peel. Phone to book your tour time. 
 
Birds for beginners, Monday 22 
September, 10am. Have fun improving 
your birdwatching skills. 
 
A Herbalist’s Walk, Sunday 28 
September, 2pm. An expert herbalist will 
explain the many uses of plants on this 
fascinating herbal walk. Please book.

continued from page 21

Family Barn Dance 
on Saturday 27th September at 7.30pm

at the Community Centre.
 

Dancing to the Ivel Valley Band
 

Prices: £8 adults, £4 children pre-purchased £10 / £5 
on the door

 
Price includes Ploughman’s Supper 

Bar available
 

All profits to go into the redevelopment of the 
Community Centre into the Gamlingay Hub

 
Tickets available from the Parish Council Office 

[650310] and at the Village Show.
 

Book now to avoid disappointment!

Volunteers 
needed

Cambridge 
Mencap is 
seeking volunteers to support
a child or young person with a learning 
disability.

You could support someone to play 
games, enjoy arts and crafts, play in the 
park, go swimming, or just watch a DVD 
in the young person’s home. Your support 
could help the young person develop 
their social skills, interests, independence 
and self confidence, whilst also providing 
valuable respite time to parents and 
carers.

continued on page 23



You may have only just returned 
from your summer holidays, 
but it’s time to think about 

next spring in the garden. Ah, no rest 
for us gardeners, then! 

Bulb planning and planting time is upon 
us and the best way to do this, whilst still 
in the holiday mood, is to sit down with a 
couple of catalogues and a cuppa or glass 
of wine and plan what colour you want to 
add into the garden next year. Daffodils 
(Narcissi), snowdrops, crocus, tulips 
– there’s lots of choice and no matter 
how small your plot, there is always 
room for more colour in the borders or 
to add another container which can be 
planted with bulbs. Select your bulbs 
soon whilst there’s still a good range of 
choice available. Some bulbs, like tulips, 
shouldn’t be planted until November: 
check planting information on packaging 
or in catalogues and store bulbs in a 
cool, dry and shady place until planting 
time. Buy indoor bulbs for planting at 
Christmas now, too, and don’t delay 
planting these up.

Some of my favourite bulbs
Narcissi
Large, single flowered trumpet daffodils 
have a definite wow factor after a long, 
dark winter. They look great in pots, too. 
‘Arctic Gold’ has slightly scented pure 
yellow flowers, height 40cm; ‘Magnet’ is 
a good garden variety with creamy white 
outer petals and a bright yellow trumpet, 
40-45cm; flowering from January to 
February, ‘Rijnveld’s Early Sensation’ 
is the earliest blooming yellow daffodil, 
30cm; ‘Rip van Winkle’ is a dwarf yellow 
double-flowering variety, 15cm; Narcissi 
poeticus recurvus is a species daffodil, 
known as Old Pheasant’s Eye Narcissus, 
highly scented with white petals and a 
yellow eye edged with a deep red margin, 
35-40cm and excellent for naturalising.
Allium
Ornamental onions add lots of height and 
colour to borders and can be planted in 
drifts amongst perennials.
Allium atropurpureum had large heads of 
deep purple in June, 70cm; A. cristophii 
has large silvery lilac heads in June, 
40-50cm; A. sphaerocephalon has egg-
shaped heads of maroon purple flowers 
from June, 90cm
Muscari
Grape Hyacinths are easy to grow and 
plant them in large groups. A change 

from the usual dark blue is ‘Valerie 
Finnis’ with pale powder blue flowers, 
very pretty in terracotta pots.
Tulips
Plant tulip bulbs deep to discourage 
squirrels from digging them up and 
encourage development of little bulblets 
around the main bulb.  They need to 
be planted from November as bulbs 
are susceptible to tulip blight if planted 
earlier.
‘Appledoorn’ is a cherry-red Darwin 
hybrid tulip and reliably good for 
planting in drifts; ‘Ile de France’ is a rich 
cardinal single red, very sexy; ‘Ballerina’ 
is my all time favourite, a lily-flowered 
type with a beautiful shape, soft orange 
coloured scented petals and is long 
lasting; ‘Angelique’ is my next favourite, 
a double late tulip with soft and dark pink 
coloured petals.

Where to buy
Waresley Garden Centre stock an 
increasingly good selection of bulbs 
which will be in store from this month. 
For catalogues and mail order service, 
try:
Van Tubergen - T. 01379 688282
www.vantubergen.co.uk
Jacques Amand – T. 020 84207110
www.jacquesamand.co.uk
J Parker Bulbs – T. 0161 848 1100
www.jparkers.co.uk
Bloms Bulbs – T. 01234 
709099
www.blomsbulbs.com

If you could spare a few hours one 
evening of every month then you could 
be doing something new, or something 
you already do and enjoy, whilst making 
a BIG difference to a young person’s, and 
a family’s, life.

Interested? Find out more by contacting 
Robert Wallace, Volunteers Support 
Coordinator, by
Phone: 01223 883140
Text: 07835101621
Email: robert@cambridgemencap.co.uk

continued from page 22



COMMUNITY CORNER
Dear Editor,

St.George’s Physiotherapy 
Clinic has recently moved from 
St.George’s Tower, Hatley to The 
Bowls Pavilion in Gransden. I 
have retired to spend more time 
at home with my family and the 
clinic is now being run by Rosie 
Hand. Rosie and I worked together 
for 18 months prior to the move 
and so she is well known to many 
people in Gamlingay and Hatley. I 
would like to take this opportunity 
to thank everyone who came to 
me for treatment over the last 10 
years initially at  The Cross in 
Gamlingay and then following  
the move to Hatley. I hope I was 
able to help relieve some painful 
symptoms and restore a degree 
of normal function. Many people 
became good friends and I shall 
miss everyone.
The new clinic telephone number 
is: 07595 041121.

Janet Hodgson

St.Denis Church
East Hatley

Tidy Up Day

September 28th at 10am
Help keep our churchyard tidy

Please bring your own tools

Legion collectors
‘Does any Gamlingay or Hatley resident 
have some spare time in early November 
to join the Royal British Legion Poppy 

Appeal Collector’s Team? This year 
some of our Collectors are away and we 

really need to increase our numbers! This 
is a really worthy cause especially as our 

troops are active abroad even today in 
2008 and they and their families often 

need support from the Legion. So please 
get in touch if you are interested - any 
help will be enormously appreciated 

- thank you! - Call Sebastian on 651 982 
or Jackie on. 651 070



COMMUNITY CORNER

Working in the music 
industry

♫Are you energetic and interested in 
the music industry? If you are read on…
Gamlingay Records, a newly formed 
community record label whose aim is to 
support and promote local young bands 
and give them experience in the music 
industry, is looking for further volunteers 
to help with band PR and record label 
administration.

♫For the PR role you need to be over 
16, creative, outgoing, willing to learn 
and above all energetic. Your role will be 
to work with the bands to help promote 
them and come up with creative ways of 
developing and marketing them and their 
music.

♫The record label administration role 
involves looking after the admin side 
of the record company; liasing with 
the bands and copyright authorities, 
administering contracts, agreements 
and royalties (we hope to earn some 
money for the bands and label from 
this!). It could be a great way of gaining 
experience in the music business for 
someone who is keen to make a career in 
and around record companies. Again you 
should be over 16, energetic with great 
attention to detail.

♫We think these roles will take a 
few hours a week, but it is likely to be 
irregular and busier at some times than 
others. Gamlingay Records is in the 
process of signing a number of local 
bands and will be running a second 
annual Battle of the Bands competition 
in November. This is a new venture 
and is voluntary but it gives a great 
opportunity to gain experience within the 
music industry and to be in at the start of 
something.

If you are interested in either of these 
roles please contact 
Phil Hunt (Project Manager) 
on 07711 771384 / 
phil.hunt@GoldenOrioleMusic.com 
or Bridget Smith (Chief fundraiser) 
bridget@
glockling.co.uk 
in the first 
instance.

ALMSHOUSE VACANCY
There is a single vacancy at the 

Gamlingay Almshouses.
Applicants should write to the 
Trustees of Sir John Jacob’s 

Almshouses.
Please note that the deed of 

settlement states that applicants are 
to be ‘poor widows of good character 
resident in Gamlingay’, however the 
Charity Commission have given the 
Trustees discretion to widen these 

terms.
For further details, please approach 

one of the Trustees listed below:
Philip Gorton, The Emplins, Church 

St, Gamlingay SG19 3EZ
Sebastian Kindersley, The Manor 

Barn, East Hatley SG19 3JA
Jackie Hough, 29 School Close, 

Gamlingay SG19 3JY.

Gamlingay Players present 
the village pantomime

‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ 

on 4th, 5th, 6th December 
with the addition of a 
matinee on the Saturday.



WANTED – VOLUNTEER TO TRAIN AND 
WORK AS AN ARTS AWARD ADVISOR.

This post is being funded by South Cambridgeshire District Council 
and supported by Forward Gamlingay. All training fees and travel 
expenses will be reimbursed.

The Arts Award Advisor will be trained to support young people to 
develop as artists and as arts leaders and in doing so to obtain Arts 
Awards. Arts Awards are a nationally recognised qualification (a sort 
of  ‘arts Duke of Edinburgh Award’), administered by the Arts Council, 
England and Trinity Guildhall.  Awards can be achieved at bronze, 
silver or gold level.  For further information about Arts Awards see 
www.artsawards.org.uk 

The Arts Award Advisor will be required initially to support young 
people in Gamlingay participating in arts activities organised by 
Forward Gamlingay! This will include the annual Battle of the Bands 
Competition, The Community Record Label and other performing and 
visual arts activities.  There may well be further scope for becoming 
involved in school and youth group based arts activities.

Job Specification:
Arts Award Advisors will have the most important attribute, the ability 
to communicate with young people.
You will be able to :
· Create a warm, safe and welcoming environment for young 
people
· Develop a positive relationship with young people
· Generate opportunities for young people to explore their 
creativity
· Offer young people support and information.
· Communicate in a one to one and group setting.
· Offer good organisational skills

Minimum experience:
· You must be 18 or over.
· Have 3 years experience working with young people on a part 
time basis or 2 years on a full time basis.
OR
· Have a recognised teaching qualification
· Hold a City and Guilds 730 level 3 adult trainer award.
· Have a level 3 youth work qualification.

You must be prepared to be CRB checked in order to work one to one 
with young people.

For further information or to register your interest in applying for this 
exciting post please e-mail or phone Bridget Smith 
07729 836449 bridget@glockling.com



Replacing your flat roof? 
Don’t fall flat on your face!

When replacing or repairing your 
flat roof, make sure you don’t use 
a contractor who is either unaware 
or unprepared to meet the recently 
revised Part L of the Building 
Regulations or you could fall foul of the 
law, have to replace the non- compliant 
work and be left with a hefty bill.
It is really important to ensure that all 
work to your home complies with the 
Building Regulations as the penalties for 
failing to do so include substantial fines 
– and the responsibility ultimately rests 
with the person ordering the work.
Why the changes?  Home energy use is 
responsible for 27 per cent of UK carbon 
dioxide emissions, which contribute to 
climate change.  The Government has 
introduced requirements intended to 
make buildings more energy efficient by 
reducing C02 emissions by 2010.  Most 
of this reduction will have to come from 
improvements to existing homes and now 
includes the replacement of flat roofs 
under ‘Renovation of Thermal Elements’.

When work is carried out to your 
property, opportunities often arise for 
efficiency improvements at little extra 
cost.  Which is why it makes good sense 
to choose a product such as RubberBond 
EPDM FleeceBack to replace, and 
not repair, your flat roof.  During the 
replacement, Whitehall complies with the 
new building regulations by including 
the relevant upgrade to insulation levels 
required by the Government and makes 
all the necessary arrangements with local 
councils so that home owners have the 
correct documentation.
 Add to that the fact that Whitehall is an 
Independent Approved Contractor who 
has passed full installation training and 
you can rest easy knowing that the work 
is in safe hands from start to finish.
The Consumer Protection Association 
also approves Whitehall so you get 
immediate peace of mind knowing that 
your money is completely protected.
For friendly, knowledgeable advice, 
call Whitehall on 01638 507730 or visit 
www.whitehallplastics.co.uk

Advice received from local 
advertiserWhitehall Plastics



Year 4’s Mini Olympics
by Amy Jones

On Tuesday 17th of June, the year 
4’s of Gamlingay First School went 
to the mini Olympics, Wilberforce 
Road, Cambridge. We started our 
trip at 8:15 and travelled on Safford’s 
coaches. I was in Mrs Brewers group. 
We did lots of exciting activities, 
some we had never tried before, 
including…..
Target 
practice, 
Tennis skills, 
Hockey 
(dribbling 
and 
passing), 
Shot put, 
Javelin, 
Sprint, 
Relay, 
Hurdles, 
Dance, 
Tug of war, 
Long jump

There were 
over 1,000 people there, from 
all the schools in South Cambs 
. Each school had a different 
colour top on, to help them keep 
in their teams. My favourite 
activities were dance and tug of 
war.

We were interviewed by 
the BBC Look East news 
programme, which was shown 
the same evening, a few of my 
friends were on TV!  Thanks to 
everyone who helped to make 
it a really fun day for us and a 
great memory of ending Year 4 
and The First School.

GamlinGay First school
mini olympics and leavers assembly



On Wednesday 16th July the First School held a special assembly for our Year 
4s who left us at the end of term. The children performed songs, recounted 
some of their special memories of the school and each received a rhyming 
dictionary kindly donated by the FSA. It was also a very special assembly for 
Mrs Brewer who left us after 21 years at the school. It was a lovely occasion 
and Mrs Brewer, who has ‘green fingers’, received an apple tree to plant in 
her garden. Children from each class gave her a card and staff and parents 
contributed to a special book of memories which she was presented with in 
the assembly. Mrs Brewer kindly contributed several packs of books to the 
children, one set for each Key Stage in the school. Good bye Mrs Brewer we 
will miss you lots !!!

GamlinGay First school
mini olympics and leavers assembly



Beavers 
Funday at 
Gilwell Park

On 22nd June 
Gamlingay Beavers 
headed off to the Scouting 
Association Headquarters for 
a fun packed day of activities. 
Beaver colonies from all over the 
country joined in the annual event, 
which was 
staffed by 
volunteers 
from the 
Scout 
Association, 
mainly 
Explorers 
and other 
young boys 
and girls who had 
grown up with 
scouting. It was 
great to see such 
enthusiasm from all 
the young people 
present.

On arrival, all 
eyes were as big 
as saucers as we 
glanced around the grounds 
wondering how we were going 
to fit in all the activities on offer. 
We headed straight over to the 
abseiling where Ben showed 
us his spider man impression 

(picture), whilst others enjoyed a 
fairground ride a bit lower to the 
ground.
Other activities included: grass 
sledging (picture), water rockets 
(picture), archery, go-karts, 
bouncy castles, slides and zip 
wires. By far the most popular 
with our bunch was the water 
slide which consisted of a ground 
sheet and cold water hose placed 
on a downward slope and ending 

in a pool of mud! The 
muddier they got, the 
happier they were!
The day ended with 
ice creams and 19 
very happy, but tired 
children. We all 
packed back into the 
cars and headed back 
home with fantastic 
memories and the cry 

of ‘Where’s Oliver?’ still ringing 
in our ears! (He would still be on 
the carousel if he could be!). The 
Leaders are very proud of how 
well behaved our children were 
and we look forward to taking 

them on camp 
with the cubs 
to Bromham in 
September.
For more details 
of Beavers and 
other scouting 
activities please 
see our website 
at: www.
gamlingayscouts.
escouts.net



Millbridge Brook Clearout
by Sarah Groom

On Saturday 12 July, a wonderful team of volunteers assembled 
down at Millbridge Brook and spent the morning fishing objects 
out of the water, and digging up scrap metal, glass, cans and large 
rocks on the bank.  We then loaded everything into trucks and took 
it all to St Neots tip. 

The area is now as clear as we can make it, the water is flowing 
well, and we are now just hoping that bored kids won’t find more 
rubbish to throw into it over the holidays!  Now that the land is 
clearer we hope to be able to cut the vegetation next to the bank 
down so that we can walk along it easily, and the whole area will 
start to look better.

Very many thanks to our very hard working team: Mick; Maggy; 
Jayne and Max; Bridget and Toby; Carla and Josh; John; 
Christine; Gary (great waders!); Richard, and my husband Tony.

22nd 
April

Mill 
Street

At 1550 an air gun pellet was fired at a 
double decker bus, shattering an 
upstairs window.

22nd 
May

Almond 
Drive

Between 
0030 & 
0830

Ford Focus and a Renault Scenic 
were vandalised.

26th 
May

Stocks 
Lane

Between 
1200 & 
2100

vandals broke both mirrors from 
a Vauxhall Astra.

9/10th 
July

Wootten 
Field

Between 
2200 & 
0715

thieves stole a Ford Focus. Keys 
were not taken.

14/15th 
July

Everton 
Road, The 
Heath

Between 
2300 & 
0830

a padlock on a tack room door 
was forced and saddles were 
stolen.

Neighbourhood 
Watch



WHAT’S ON IN SEPTEMBER

Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650 310

Second and fourth Tuesday each 
month 7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, Almshouse Chapel.

Second Tuesday each month 7.30pm PArish Council meeting

Hatley Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 651982.

3rd Tuesday of alternate months.
16th September 2008

7.30pm in the Village Hall in Hatley St. George. All welcome. We 
meet every other month and further information can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or noticeboards.

The Gazette

Monday, 1st September 2008 Copy deadline for October edition.

Monday, 6th October 2008 Copy deadline for November edition.

Guild of St Mary

September Theatre trip, details to be confirmed.

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call Geoff 
Bruerton on 650748.

Guitar Group Workshop Meets every Saturday, 9.15am at GVC. For further information call 
Peter 652003.

Baby and Toddler clinic Baptist Church Hall, Honey Hill. 

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, 
refreshments. 

Booklinks First Thursday of the month 

Thursday, 4th September The Emplins

Thursday, 2nd October 13c Waresley Road (opposite Bell Foundry Close)

Thursday, 6th November 43 Green End

Gardening Club

Wednesday, 3rd September Roger Harvey - Nursery specialities – Hellebores and more

Wednesday, 1st October  Pamela Holt  Tree planting, pruning and aftercare

Sandy and District Round Table  Contact Lee Packham-Brown 01767 650978

1st and 3rd Monday of Month A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes.



WHAT’S ON IN SEPTEMBER

Over 50’s walks

Thursday 18th September, 
Wednesday 15th October, 
Thursday 13th November

9.30 start from Community Centre Car park. New members 
welcome. Contact Lindsay Bygraves in Mill Street for further details.

Potton and Gamlingay Health 
Walks

Every Thursday 10.00 am start. Ring Pat on 01767 650132 for details. These walks 
are led by two trained health walkers.

History Society Meets in the Resource Centre at the Village College at 7.30pm on 
the second Monday of each month. 

Social Club All events starting at 8.30 pm. New members welcome

WI

Tuesday, 16th September Speaker Mrs Haygarth, subject gorgeous gateaux

Tuesday, 21st October Harvest supper

Photographic Society Meetings are term time at the Village College 8 pm start. New 
members most welcome. tel: 651 025 

Mucky Pups

Tuesday mornings Messy play for under 5’s. 9.30 to 11.30am Church Hall £2

Bellringers 

Thursdays 7.30pm to 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay

St Mary’s choir practice

Thursdays 6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers

Wildlife Trust South 
Cambridgeshire Woodlands
Family Events

Friday, 19th September
An evening event in Hardwick Wood.
‘Creatures of the Night’
Phone for details and to book a place.

Sunday 19th October

1.30-4.00pm Gamlingay Wood
Join us for a guided walk with a difference, to find out about the 
history and folklore of the woods.
Please phone for confirmation of venue and to book a place.



HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
Community Healthcare Appointments 651 150
Child Health Clinic Meet at Baptist 

Church hall
CAMTAD Bridget Smith 650 510
Age Concern 01354 696650
Car Care Scheme Maureen 651476
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency Fire 01223 376 217
Non-emergency Police 0845 4564 564
Community Police PC Lee Scott 0845 4564 564
Neighbourhood Watch Christine 

Theobald
651 051

PARISH COUNCIL Clerks, Kirsten 
Rayner Leanne 
Bacon 

650 310

Library 650 169
Forward Gamlingay Chair: Richard 

Halpin
651 280

Hatley Parish Council Clerk, Mr. S. 
Kindersley

651 982

POLITICS
MP Andrew Lansley. 

Conservative.
01954 212 707

County Councillor; Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillors Sebastian 
Kindersley
Bridget Smith 650 510

South Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0845 0450 500

PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND EDUCATION 
Babies and Toddlers Jeanette Rafferty 652 047

Debbie Fowden 650 408
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 940
Rainbow Preschool Diana Matthews 652 157
Sunshine Preschool Ann Wiseman 0770 3770 676
Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 491

Natalie 691 477
GAMA Bridget Smith 650 510
Care Club Maureen Richardson 0781 6892 886
Carers Lunch Group Bridget Smith 650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Mr Peter Barham 650 677
Thursday Badminton Bridget Smith 650 510
Football Club Chair: Brian 

Culverhouse (youth 
teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian Culverhouse 651 020
Tennis Club Olivia Marsh 651 215
Fitness Workshop Elaine Dolling 651 785

HALLS FOR HIRE
Community Centre Bookings Parish 

Clerk
650 310

St Mary’s Church Hall Kate Golding 651 215
WI Hall Parish Council 650 310
Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George Village 
Hall

Sally Ward 651 337

HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players  Jan Cooper 650 178
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gamlingay and District 
Gardening Club

Jean Venning 
Membership 
Liz Tayler 

261 298

650 600
History Society Peter Wright 652899.
Skatepark Association Pauline Girdwood 651 091
Target Group Jackie Hough 651 070
Over 50’s walks Meeting at 

community centre 
Booklinks Various venues
Friend’s of St Mary’s Philip Gorton 650 581
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
Susan Lucas School of Dance Susan Lucas, 316 518
St. Neot’s Model Railway 
Club

John Kneeshaw E 
mail: j.kneeshaw@
ntlworld.com 

Painting for Pleasure  Phyllis Jaquest 677 313
Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 

Secretary
651 025

Royal British Legion Sebastian Kindersley 651 982
Jackie Hough 651 070

Trefoil Guild Rhee Olive Sewell 650 869
Village Show Ian and Hayley 

Parker
652 992

WI Mrs Janet Jarvis 650 566
Guild of St Mary’s Philippa Smalls 650 628
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Sir John Jacob’s Almshouses 
Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian Kindersley

651 070 
651 982

Philip Gorton 650 581
Sandy and District Round 
Table

Lee Packham Brown 650978

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay Guides Benita Scott 650 547
1st Gamlingay Brownies Maria Spence 0771 1161 618
1st Gamlingay Rainbows Helen Oldham 631 720
Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gamlingay Scouts Phil Wood  01480 830 866
Explorers Phil Wood  01480 830 866
Everton Cubs Barry Jefferd 261 000
Mini Club Carol Wright or 

Chris Robins
651 120
651 119

CHURCHES
Baptist Church Minister, James 

Gilbert
651 519

St Mary The Virgin Rector: Steven 
Rothwell

650 568

New Life Fellowship Rev O R Inskip 01223 710373
SCHOOLS
First School Head J Newman 650 208
Village College Head  M Clark 650 360
First School Association Secretary: Jane 

Brown
650 208

Village College Friends 
Association

Village College 650 360

The Gazette Editorial Committee 
Editor Jackie Hough 651 070

gamlingaygazette@btinternet.com
Advertising renewals John and Sharon 

Ferguson
651 268

sferguson444@btinternet.com 
The Maltings

Chair and Distribution Dorry Glockling 650 598
Village web pages Roderick Starksfield 

Village Information



LOVING NEW HOMES 
URGENTLY NEEDED

 
MRS BERKLEIGH is a 9 year 
old lady who has been with us for 
over 4 months. She is tabby and 
white and rather likes her food.  
She is easy going and affectionate 
but used to love a lay in the sun 
but is unable to do so in one of our 
pens.  She needs a safe home with 
a garden.  
 
RORY is a 5 yr old ginger tom 
who needs staff to wait on him 
and provide for his every need.  
He welcomes affection when it 
suits him of course and requires a 
lap or cushion and your undivided 
attention when he says so.  He 
needs an experienced owner and is 
not used to very young children.
 
EDDY  is a 2 yr old foundling 
who had the most terrible 
wounds on his back.  After being 
abandoned he may have roamed 
for up to 6 months and needed 
extensive vet treatment.  He has 
been so patient when we have 
been prodding and poking him.  
He has now made a complete 
recovery and has been given 
a clean bill of health and is 
desperate for a new and loving 
home.  Again we do not know 
if he has had contact with very 
young children or dogs. 
 

Also: 10 week torty female, 9 week black male, 9 week black female, 
2 x 6 yr old black and white females,  7 yr old black and white male, 
young black male stray, several young kittens ready in 4 weeks various 
colours, 9 yr old black and white female, Torty lady 12+ years.
 
All adult cats have 
been neutered or 
spayed, vaccinated, 
microchipped and 
treated for fleas and 
worm.  They all use 
litter trays and cat 
flaps in their pens.
 
CONTACT US ON  
01480 476696  OR 
07966 282005 OR 
07900 257061 if 
you can give these 
delightful cats a new 
start in life.



The Police  
Non-emergency number is 

0845 456 4564 

Gamlingay Library
 650 169

Tuesday 16.00-20.00
Thursday 17.00-19.00
Saturday 10.30-12.30

Free to join


